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THE 


PREFACE: 


INC E our Saviour hath fo affeftionately expreſſed and 
fo tymirably demonſtrated his Love to his Church, and 
hath ſo effeftually recommended and injoined to all his 
Diſciples, the Members of it, Mutual Charity one to another : 
and his Bleſſed Apoſtle hath ſo earneſtly and obliging}y both de- 
horted from ali Diviſions and Diſlentions, aud exhorted aft to 
Unity and Unanimity : And fince fuch terrible Judgment 7s 
denounced both againft ſuch as cauſe Scandal and Offences, aud 
qgainſ? ſuch as refiſt the Ordinance of God in the Powers that 
e (in Church or State: It is not to be queſtioned but this 
Great Schiſm, which after many Complaints of Pious and Judi- 
cious Perſons, and divers Warnings by the poor Waldenſes, the 
Albigenſes, by Wicliff, by John Huſs, a»d Hierome of Prague, 
was at laft begun by Martin Luther, about 180 Tears fince, and 
is continued with much Unchriſtian Hatred and Abhorrence of 
one another to this day, in the principal part of his Church, zs 
greatly diſpleaſing to our Saviour, who hath done and ſuffered 
ſo much for it ; and very pernicious to his Church ; and « 
both Conſiderations juſt matter of Grief and Trouble to a// /in- 
cere, conſiderate Chriſtians, and ſuch as is nit only an effefual 
Motive, but a ſtriet Obligation to avoid all Participation in 
either the Scandals of the one fide, or other Miſcarriages on the 
other, or the Animoſities between both, and ts be ready to con- 
tribute what may be toward a zood Accommodation, «pon true 
Chriſtian and Catholick Terms, 
A 2 This 
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This is certainly the Duty of all; But few are ſenſible of it : 
The greateſt part are ſo affetted to the peculiar Principles of 
their own Party, that they are more concerned for them and 
their particular Intere$t, than for the Common Intereſt of Chri- 
ſttanity : Some in Simplicity, in fatt ſuppoſing, if not expreſsly 
aſſerting, an Infallibility in their own Party ; and others no leſs 
byaſſed by temporak Intereſt : and amoygF? thoſe of moſt Under- 
ſtanding aud Candor, rarely any ſo clear and free from all Secret 
Partiality, but they are apt to windicate their own Party in 
matters in difference beyond due regard to ſo defirable an Ac- 
commodation, and decerve themſelves with Pretences of Obe- 
dience, Peace and Charity mm ſo doing, tho therebyg hey make 
themſelves more ſpecially acceſſory to the continuance of the 
Schiſm, which is contrary to both, Peace and Charity, without 
which their pretended Obedience may be only a ſinful Compliance. 

Of all this I have been long ſenſible : and therefore, tho in the 
Church, to which I thought my ſelf firſt and principally obliged, 
T ſaw divers things amiſs; yet I thought them not ſufficient to 
juſtifie my Separatzon from it : and beſides, I ſaw ſo much every 
where elſe amiſs, that I knew not whither to go for the better, 1 
was for Univerſal Charity ro all Men, Catholick Communion 
with all Chriſtians, unleſs where I ſaw ſpecial Cauſe for the con- 
trary, and for Perfe&t Obedience to all Superiors according to 
their Authority, and conſiſtent with Duties of Prior and Superior 
Obligation. And then while I lived in a Civil State I afted 
in all things with good Satisfaftion : But when I was, beyond 
my Expettation, ſuddenly engaged in Holy Orders, for a ſpecial 
Service, unto which I had been long much affefted and devoted, 
and was then led by a ſecret ſurprizing Condutt of Divine Pro= 
vidence, I ſoon diſcovered what I had not ſufficiently conſidered 
before, in the moſt Solemn and Peculiar part of the Chriſtian 
Worfhip of God, which I was to perform, ſuch a Departure from 
the Practice of the Holy Catholick Church, that F could not 
perform the Obedience I would to this Particular Church, without 
Diſreſpeft to that, and Participation therein with notorious 
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Sefaries and Schiſmatichs, who had ſhamefully abuſed aud imp 
Poſed upon this: For this Sore I had prepared an effeftual Pla- 
fter to have healed it, without expofing the Shame, might it have: 
been applied : But when I ſaw nothing could prevail, I thought it - 
time to withdraw ;- and 'when 1 could not help others, to look to- 
my ſelf ; and-more particularly, that I lrve not in Schiſm while 
T ſeek to avoid it : For which purpoſe could think of no better- 
Expedient for my Security, than, according to Ancient Praftice, 
to-ſend a Profeſſion of my Faith to ſuch Perſons as I thought moſt 
proper both at Flome and Abroad. | 
4 the Church of Rome, aud all the Churches in Communion . 
with it, Irecknowledpe a true Apoſtolical Authority : and ſo 
far I do heartily imbrace it, and ſubmit to it. If they abuſe it, 
they muſt anſwer for it, not I: I muſt pity them, deplore the- 
Abuſes, pray for them, and, as a dutiful Child, do what I can. 
for them without partaking in' or incouraging. any thing amiſs. 
But in thoſe who pretend to be Reformed; aud particularly: 
here in England, 7 can diſcover no ſuch Authority neither in the 
Root, nor in the Fruit : but they ſeem to me like Branches ſepa-- 
rated from the Body, deprived of the true Sap, and nouriſhed 
only by the common Air, and a peculiar Juice of another kind, 
—_— to the different Soils they are planted in. Tet do F. 
not think fit to remit any thing of my Charity and Good Will to 
any of them, or readineſs to ſerve them. Nor do I know how 
better to expreſs it than by ſuch plain dealing as I have here 
uſed. Ir is but the effe of that Fidelity which 1 owe toGod, and 
to his Church, and to themſelves.alſo. Even im that very Reſpett. 
with which I treat the Authority of Chrift inthe Church of Rome, 
tho it may appear to them like Partiality at the firſt, I do intend 
a Kindneſs to them in an exemplary Admonition, to diſtinguiſh 
between the Authority of Chrift committed to Man, and the Faults 
of Men intruſted with it ; and not to defire the Deſtruttion of the: 
Field of our Lord becauſe the Enemy hath ſowed Tares in it. 
And that they may perceive, if they obſerve and conſider well, 
what Care 1 take not to betray any Truth of God, which 1 believe. 
ia : 
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to.be ſuch, by any falſe Calaurs,'or unfit Compliance, For I have 
not writtey anything but what 1 believe to be true ; yet if Ihe 
miſtaken in any thing ſhall beglad to be better inform'd : and tho I 
' think I cannot better approve my Reſpett to our Saviour, than by 
mach Concern for his Church ;' yet I think I cannot better demon- 
ſtrate the Sincerity of my dffettion to it, than by wot complying. 
with ſach things as, I fear, will provoke farther Diſpleaſure of oxr. 
Lord againſt it, if the Warnings and Admonitions of more gentle 
Correttions be not anſwered as they ought, with a due Humiliation, 
giving Glory to God, and Amendment. For as whole Societies of 
Men are aft to fall into as great Sins as particular Perſons, and 
ſuch as. provoke as great: Judgments, tho longer befor»zthey come 
to the height ; ſo ought the like Means of Humiliation, Self-Con- 
demnation, giuing Glory to God, and Amendment, be uſed by them 
to prevent greater Severities of his Judgments. 
if the true State and Dignity of that Church, among? 
all the Churches, accordmy, to the Ordinance of God, was better 
confidered on all fides, it would foon make all more ſenſible 
of their Duties, and of their Tranſgreſſions of it, for which 
they have much to anſwer. For as that Church is the Principal 
in the Kingdom of Chtiit upon Earth, and hath always been /o 
eſteemed, Jo ought all true and confiderate Chriſtians to have a 
ſpecial concern for ſo eminent a part of the Body of Chriit,” and 
70 pray for and ſeek the Peace and Proſperity of this our Hies 
rulalem, even to the laff, after the great Example of our $a- 
wviour. Aud, on the other fide, they who hold ſo eminent a place 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt, ought uot, like Men of the World, to 
think too highly of themſelves for the Dignity of the Þ lace, But, 
like true Chriſtians, be humbled in themſelves through a due 
ſenſe of the Importance of the Duty, and a proportionable Con- 
cern for the faithful Diſcharge of it, according to the ſpecial Caw- 
tion of one of their Founders to themſelves, Rom. 11. 18, 20, 
21,22. and the neceſſary Admonition of the other, 1 Pet. 5. 2,3,4. 
as he himſelf had been admoniſhed by his Maſter, Jo. 21.1 5,16,17. 
and according to the moſt excellent Inſtruttions, Direttions, Ad= 
monitzons 
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wonitions and Example of that great antl mnt excellent Maſter 
of all to all ; who treated all with all the Mildneſs, Gentlenefs, 
Condeſcention, and Tenderneſs that could be, inſtrufting and 
Speaking nnto them as they were aþle'to hear it, Mark 4. 33. 
and forbearing mayy things till his Diſciples toald Bea? them, 
Jo. 16. 12, aud forbad the forbidding of Juch as of, good Will 
promoted his Service, and were not agamſt them, tho' not yet in 
their Company, Mar. 9g. 38, 39, 40. and of "ſuch as brought but 
little Children unto him, Mar. 10. 14. and was among? his own, 
wot ay a Lord, but as one that ſerveth, Luk: 22. 245-27, But 
all ought f\confder well the Nature of this Ringdom, 'and 
what 75 the true Intereſt of it: that it is'a Spiritual Kingdom, 
wot imaginary, but real, aud moſt powerful ; and to know whence, 
and how, that Power is to be attained, and how to be retained 
and nſed : and to confider well and underftand not buly the gene- 
ral Rules and Inſtruftions given at firſt By our Eord,"but the ſpe- 
cial Notices of his Pleaſure frenified is the ſeveral Atts of his 
Providential Diſcipline ; and what all this doth require of them 
m their reſpetrve Stations, and wifely apply themſebves to the 
Performance of it, ' This wogld ſon detett and reftifie all that 
is amiſs. * But i is wy me, not'for" this. place'to proceed fare 

- ther in diſcourſe of thefe things.” OT 
Some are offended, or think t ſtrange, that 1 ſhould offer to 
communicate with the Church of France, where ſach terrible 
Perſecutions are executed againſt Proteſtants. T confeſs, I pity 
them as Syfferers, and more as Sufferers for Conſcience, tho' per- 
haps miſtaken Confeience in many things ;but' 7 do not think ever 
the better of them for being Proteſtants:* Nor do I krow that 
the Church of France is concerned in it ; but believe it proceeds 
from Reaſons of State ; and wery good reaſon I am well ſatisfied 
there is, that the King ſhould defire, and uſe all juſt and reaſon- 
able means, that his Subjefts may all agree in the ſame Religion : 
The Diſturbances in that Kingdom heretofore, by Bringing in 
Foreigners, and the TIndignities that have been done by ſome of 
the principal of their Miniſters, with the Approbation and Ap- 
Plauſe 
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_ flanſe of too.many ethers, to the Primitive. Chriſtians, and the 
Catholick Church, and in them to Chriſtianity it ſelf, are things 
which I think deſerve a ſharp Penance. But I wiſh on each fide 
it was well conſidered: what is neceſſary to make their own Cauſe 


good in, the fight of God .and Man: for 1 am ſure - then there 


would ſoon be an end of their Differences. ' The People ought to 
conſider, that divers points heretofore as confidently aſſerted by 
their Leaders as any, have ſince been detefted by learned Men 
amongft themſelves to have been much miſtaken : and that may 
reaſonably make them leſs to preſume upon any of the reft : and 
becauſe Obedience to Civil Magiſtrates .in omniby licitis 6c 
honeſtis 75a certain Duty ; they .ought to go as far in Obedience 
as they can, without any Exception, but ſuch as they can aſſure 
themſelves. will be allowed by Almighty God, and, if it may be, 
by all moderate and judicious Chriſtians. Such a Tender as this 
I ſbould hopg:might move the King's Clemency to conſider ' of 
his Terms of Contormity, that there may be nothing in them 
but what is truly Catholick, as to Matters of Religion, and ſuch 
as he can aſſuredly expe the Approbation of God, and his Bleſs 
ſing in his Proceedings upon them; and to remove all. Scandals 
out of the way ;. which T think as Glorious a Work as any thi 
he can undertake. For thoſe unhappy Diviſions are heed 
a_ Judgment of God ; and Scandals a ſpecial Cauſe of it. | 
Of how great Concern it is to this Nation that theſe matters 
of Religion be taken into better Conſideration I have lately al- 
ready in the Preface to my Diſcourſe Of Prayers for the Dead, 
ſaid as much as I thought neceſdary ; and therefore forbear to 
ſay any more of. it here. | 
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Believe in One GO D, the Father Almighty, Creatour 
of "Heaven and Earth, and of all things 'Viſible .and 
Inviſible : | | 

And in One LORD, Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten Son: of 
God, begotren of his Father before all Worlds; God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
conſubſtantial with the Father, by whom all things were , 
made ;'who for us Men, and for our Salvation, deſcended Melon Bi 
from Heaven, and was conceived and incarnate by the Holy of an ade- 
Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, and made Man, and alſo 9*** _ 
ſuffered for us under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and fo muſt 
bnried, deſcended into * ZZades, and the third day roſe again this here fig- 
from the Dead, according to the Scriptures; and having _ — 
forty days frequently comverſed with his Apoſtles, ſpeaking of for that's a 
the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, | the Church | *autology, 
and given them Commands, | rw ſecret Inſtruftions | jo =_ 


aſcended 


- Note. SY 
the Kingdom 
of Chi in 
this World, 
tho" not of 
this World ; 
a great Fa- 
your deign'd 
to Mankind ; 
a great Obli- 
gation to U- 
nity, Unani- 
mity, and 
Charity: for. 
all Schifma- , 
ticks are Mn- * 
tinitrs and 
Rebels: and 
all in a State 
of Schiſm, in 
a State of Re- 
bellion 2: and 
rlix Sin of 
Schifm in 
the Church 
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aſcended into Heaven, and fi i d of God 
the Father Alnfighity'; ad or tee e again 
with Glory to judge both the Living and the Dead : Whoſe 
Kingdom ſhall have no: End, - 

And in the Holy GhoFfF, the Loxd and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from 'rhe Fathet ani! "rhe Son ; who with the 
Father and the Son is together Worſhipped and Glorified ; 
who ſpake by whe Prophets. - © 

And I believe One Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church ; 
the Commutinn ' of Saints. Orid Baptiſm tor Remiſſion of 


Sins ; and Remiſſion of Sins after Baptiſm by the Diſcipline of * 


| 
| 


the Church duly executed; the Refarrection of the.Jead, and 
Life Everlaſting in the Werld to come. 


Moreover, 1 believe, That the Article of the Belief of the Holy 
Catholick Church was put into. the Ancient Creeds, and 
immediately after thole.of the. Holy Trinity, for ſpecial Reaſons, 
and as a Maieeiof the wet gretteft Mo map be believed, 
confeſſed. and obſerved in-Order-to- the reft: —_ | 

2, That this Holy Catbolick Church is a Sacred - Society, formed 
into One Boe by the- Mlniſtery of the Apofttes of our Lord and 
Saviour Chriſt, according, to a Gemeral Conmmiſſion and $ 
pro fon received fo The under the Condut? o bus $ps 
and Special Provigence, who promiſed-to-be. with them alway, even 
to-the ehd of the'World ;; that is, with\them, and their Succeſſours 
r2gularly Succeeding in'their Seats, the Churches founded by them, 
and others conſtituted by-their Succeſfours; and that the Gates 
of Hell ſhould never preyail againſt it. 

3. That the Form and- Government 'of this Great: Body,. the Holy 
Catholick Church,. by Presbyters, Biſhops, Arch-Biſhops, or 'Merro- 

olitaris, Primates, and Patriarchs, was not any Humane Projett; or 
Irvention, or Caſual thing, but what was deſigned by the Wiſdom 
of God, as neceſſary for the Conſtitution, Preſervation, and Govern- 
ment of it, in and as One Intire Body ; and was fo formed* by 
the Apoſtles and their Succeſlors, by the Special -InſtruQiohs' and 
Directions of our Saviour, and under the Condu& of the Spirit 
and Special Providence of. God, who. had prepared the Raman 


is 4 greater Sin than the Sin of Rebellion in a Civil State, tho' both may much vary according 
to ſeveral Circumſtances. | 
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4 vg. That there was ſome * $ Privilege, at loſt of a Primacy, ® This is 
partly given to St, Peter, and which he beld-wader our Saviour, granted by 
rBon Ne the, Apaſtles i < our Saviour's og and Dr. Barren 
or him ards ; as 1s very, oblerv mM Va» 4 
parily deg in the Hiſtories of the and in divers eee ws 
Speeches and AQtions, many of them Myſtical, of our Saviour ; Reafors, and 
and was commonly believed by the Ancient Chriſtians : And that Anthotity of 
the like Privilege, as that which he held among the Apoſtles, was Fathers, who 
by the Deſign and Order of Almighty God to camtine is: bis Suc- pnelly 
ceſſors in the Churcb-F of Kame, among the reſt of the Biſhops ps tevadax if,” 
Place beiYy ordered by the Divine Wiſdom, -as moſt @ fk for Tr. of << 
Chief Sear 1n0ur Saviour's Kingdom, the Church, which had been Lond. 
occupied by the Enemy as the chief Seat in the Empire, who was 7- 45, 48. 
then to be caſt out, _ to 08 taken for our Saviour by Tee. oa 
his: two chief Apoſtles, as his : And that fuchoPriwlege oo con 
of the chief Sear mu mi the Ancient Ghriſtians, c 
and in all after«=Ages; and' was never denied or queſtioned, -but Chute of 
upon. Claim or Uſurpation of more than.dne: - Cj boy 
5. That this Sacred Society, being of Special Divine Inſtirurion Nis, ns 
the Government thereof is much more :the:Qrdinence of Gae, than w of 
any Civil Authority iin the World whatever : | ant Dy/ohtdigrce 
Excounnnctem duly exried a get Fanfuoar tan any hy 9 = 
E xcommunication exer A P. an 
Civil Authority. can —_ , the Ecole 
6. That tho* both, the Sacred and the Civil Power, be the ſv eminently 
Ordinance of God ; . yet the Sacred is the more Excellent,: in reſpet wel _—__ li= 
of the Author of its Conſtitution and ; Specification Ls 
immediate relation to _Him,' who. is: the )Supream-Beign To the 
End ; of the Subject being a/Sacred: Society 3/ avid of the Am Ample Church - 
of the Society, being 'QCatholick, diffuſed 'oxer. all the Wor = Rome 
in-reſpett of the Extentiof its/Coercive Pawer, to exclude out. of 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, and from the. Privileges thereof : And that 
all civil Authority ought to: grew res and\Subſervient toit, bocth 
being very confiſtee, and cach (having Meads properand-ſufficient -. . , 
to mp __ rice eb dut««they. both. rofall, Lhe heneaed uh 
eat 20 the Service e's extend afia 9 
WM in order thereugitd. "ng. 
'A2 7. That 
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* What Qu. 
Elig. did by 
Adviceof her 
Privy Coun- 
cilin affifting 
the Scorch, 
French, and 
Dutch, a- 
gainft their 
reſpective 
Soreraigns, 
may much 
more be done 
by any others 
upon fo So- 
lemn, Sacred 
Conſultation 
and Reſolu- 
tion, by open 
War on be- 
half of the 
Oppreſled. 
+ Such is that 
rine, 
which Dr. 
Barrow faith 
he contcfts 
againft, p.30. 
$. 13,14. But 
io the next $. 
he ſaith there 
are great 
ftore of Di- 
vines of the 
Roman Com- 
munion, who 
contraCt that 
Power into. a 
narrower 
compaſs: So 
that tho' he 
rains as 
much as he 
can, the Rea- 
ger is decesved 
who thinks 
he hath con- 
fated, or op- 
poſeth all Su- 
premaacy in 
the Pope, 
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7. That 5f any Civil Authority preſume. to oppreſs an 
this Sacred Society by Perſecution. Ufu tio E- ring 
or Impediment of the Free Exerciſe of the Right or Authority 
belonging to it, or Duty incumbent upon it ; all fuch Preſumption 
is Sacrilege and Impliety againſt God, and juſt Cauſe for any other 
civil Aurhority to ingage for the Relief of it: | And upon Com-« 
plaint to the Metropolitan, Primate, or Patriarch, as Occaſion :may 
be, He, witha competent Number of others, upon* Conſultation in 
Synod, or by Letters, may proceed to Sentence againſt the Offen- 
der, and that juſtly and ſolemnly declared, and tignified to other 
Metropolitants and Biſhops, they may either leave it ſo to the 
y—_—_— grre=ri _ or admoniſh other civil Authorities of 
it, as' may be . moſt Proper or nece according to the 
Circumſtances of the Caſe. +. - + ED Fx 

8. That becauſe nothing is more deſtruCtive to certain Right 
than Miſuſe, Claim of more than is due, or by a wrong Title, and 
falſe or inſufficient Proofs, poſſibly ill Uſe and ill Defence may 
have ſo obſcured 'the Luſtre of this Right in the Church, that Igno- 
rance and Error may be ſome Excuſe for divers attual Uſurpations 
of the Civil- Authority, yet is all ſuch Uſurpation 'in it ſelf more or 
leſs Sacrilegious and Impious, and what may provoke fome' Secret 
Curſe upon the Guilty, tho? _ Ignorance or Error, eſpecially 
if continued after Notice : And for the Clergy to comply with it, 
is to betray the _ of the Church, and of Chriſt himſelf :: But 
for any one to aſlert 'and maintain any ſuch, as Lawful, or the 
Right of the Magiſtrate, Herefie, and a Betraying both of Church 
and State; the one to Oppreſlion, the other into Sin, and Divine 
Vengeance the Puniſhment thereof. 

9. That the Chriſtian Religion was inſtituted, and the Word of 
God taught and delivered to the World by our Saviour, and by his 
Apoſtles by his expreſs. Command, by Preaching and Teaching viva 
voce, and Orders ſettled in the Church by the Apoſtles by Word 
and Deed, and continued by Obſervation. in Fact without Writing : 
And whatever hath equal Evidence of Apoſtolical Authority 
is of Equal Authority, whether Written, as the Holy Scriptures ; 
or Unwritten ; the Writing adding nothing of Authority, but 
only of Evidence ; as St. Pal. himſelf e ing'\the. Theſſalonians 
to ftand faſt, and bold the Traditions which ,ye have learned, whether by 
Word, or by our Epiſtle, makes no. difference, vnleſs. it be in pre- 
ferring the Word before the Epiſtle.; And therefore:fince —— 
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dom of God hath provided a double Evidence of things concerning 
the Chriſtian Religion, it is not true Piety,, but lmpiety, to reject 
either, or ſet them one againſt the other, and the common Practice 
of all Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, even from the Apoſtles times, as 
appears by renews, and in all after-Ages, to- oppoſe the one, and 
then pervert the other to their own purpoſe. | 
10. That in Matters of common Faith and Manners, and neceſſary 
Orders and Obſervances, wherein the Churches, founded by the ſe- 
veral Apoſtles, were by them ordinarily inſtructed and ordered 
viva voce, and not by Inſtructions and Orders in Writing, it 1s 
unreaſonable to interpret the Scriptures contrary to the Senfe and 
Practice of the Catholick Church, and the approved Rule of Yin- 
cenſins Lirinenſis: And in ſuch extraordinary Matters as were not, 
common15s t or ordered by the Apoſtles, after the common 
Faith, Tit. 1. 4. or Matters of leſſer moment, to raiſe or maintain 
any Contention in the Church, eſpecially againſt the Authority, 
is immodeſt, uncharitable and unchriſtian, contrary to the Cuſtom 

of the Apoſtles, and of the Churches of God. v. 1 Cor. 11. 16, 
11. That tho' there be no Catholick Tradition, for any Difinite 
Number of Sacraments; yet ſince by the Latin:Churches it has been 
declared that there are Sever, which are properly ſo called, and it 
cannot be denied that they are all Means uſed with v:/ible Signs, or 
Significant Aftions, by Divine Authority, to confer or obtain ſome 
ſpecial Grace ; it is great Inſolence, Uncharitableneſs, and Inde- 
cency unbecoming the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, .to raiſe or main- 
tain a Contention againſt ſuch Authority about the Number, which 
may be differently computed to be either more or fewer, by reaſon 
that Impoſition of Hands and Unition, two very conſiderable Signs, 
and of Divine Inſtitution, may be, and are uſed for divers pur- 
ſes: But becauſe there is no Evidence either of Holy Scripture, 
or of Catholick Tradition, that they were all particularly inſtituted 
by our Saviour, I cannot believe that I could with a good Con- 
ſcience, and ſafely, either ſwear or profeſs that they were, or that 
ſuch an Article can be made one of the Terms-of Communion with 
any Church, without expoſing the Authority, of: that Church, ob- 
ſtructing the Increaſe of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and adminiltring 
Occaſion of Diſſeations among his Subjects, and. incurring his Dit- 
pleaſure; by an AC ſo unſuitable to his Example and Directions. 
' 12, Thar it is great Preſumption and, Impiety to reject or cen- 
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uſed in the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, tho? they may not 
be generally underſtoovd : For as Origen rightly obſerves, Js the 
Obſervations of the Church there are ſome of ſuch ſort, that it is ne- 
ceſſary that all obſerve them, tho' the Reaſon of them be not apparent to 
all + And God injoined the Obſervation of ſuch Ceremonies even 
to Moſes in doing of Miracles, as few know the Reaſon of, to this | 
Day-: and yet had he not obſerved them, undoubtedly the Effect 
had not followed. Alfo that ordinarily all Rites, Ceremonies, 
Obſervations and Conſtitutions, not only of the Catholick Church, 
but of National, Provincial, and particular Dioceſian Churches, 
not difallowed by ſuperior Authority, ought reverently and reli- 
giouſly to be obſerved, till they be = ry br. But ſpecial 
Care onght to be taken that the Divine Inſtitutions, which only 
are Eſſential and abſolntely neceſſary, be not confoundep./ eclipſed, 
or obſcured by Multiplicity or Formality of any Additions of Humane 
Invention : tho? it be very probable that in the Inſtitution of them 
in ſo great Simplicity, and the Records of them with ſo much Bre- 
vity, there might be a Divine Deſign to leave Circumſtanrials and | 
Matters of Indifference to the Ordering of the Church, both to | 
expreſs her Devotion, and to exerciſe her Authority, and the Peo- 
ples Humility, Submiſſion, and Obedience, Graces very neceſſary to 
qualifie Souls for the Celeſtial State, and not fo naturally improved 
* In this 1 23 by Exerciſe under Creatures of the ſame Rank and Order. 
hare with 13. Thatthe Word Miſſa, ( in Engliſh, The Maſs) was in the Latin 
me, befides Churches in the'times'of St. Auguſtin and St. Ambroſe, and before 
the Autbori- commonly uſed for what in the Gyeek Churches was called Litzrgia : 
tyof the Ca" that the Canon of the Maſs, which is the principal part, is the moſt 
in all' Ages, Ancient Form for the Celebration of the Holy Euchariſt, that 1s 
which Mr. known to have been uſed in any of the Zatin Churches, more an- | 
Foſ. Mede cient than the times aforeſaid, and in common uſe in all or in moſt 
hath ſuffici- of the Latin Churches, without any conſiderable Variations in all 
ent'y proc” Ages ſince, tho? there were divers Variations in other parts : And 
hand, the 7 that in the dne Celebration of the Bleſſed Encharift there -is not 
concurrent only a Sacrament, but alſo a * Sacrifice commemorative of | our Sa- 
Judgment of yiour's Paſſion and Sacrifice of Himſelf upon the Croſs, as efeftual 
the molt 1, 211 Intents and ſes for Chriſtians, as were any or all the 
ko oeraye. Sacrifices of the Jews for them : that therem is performed the mo/# 
ver | -ot Solemn and Peculiar part of the true Chriſtian' Worſhip : that acccor- 
firſt Eng/ip dingly it hath been held in great Veneration, and much frequented 
Meurgy "og with great Reverence and Devotion, by a great Number of Saiati 
compoled, an 
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and all the moſt = Chriſtians in all Ages : that the Oppoſition, 
which hath been raifed againſt both Name and Thing, hath been 

raiſed through the Malice and by the ſubtile Energy or Operation 

of the Devil : and that to deny the ſame is Hereſie ; and to aboliſh 

ont of the Publick Liturgy of any Church what doth import any 

thing of an unk'oody Sacrifice, Sacrilege, and Anti-Chriſtian Im- 

piety, wv. Dan. 8. 31. 

14. That the Commemoration of the Saints in the moſt Solemn 
Chriſtian Worſhip is a common Practice of the whole Catholick 
Church, of great Antiquity and immemorial Preſcription, without 
any known Beginning, of very commendable Obſervation for the 
Communion of Saints, which we profeſs to believe; an A& of 
Charity, Honour, and Reſpe& to them, well-pleaſing to God, and 
beneficial \ onr felves, in rendring Thanks to God for them, with 
Prayers for our ſelves that we may follow their Example, and have 
Communion, Part and Society with them, and a part in the Benefit 
of their Prayers: and that to Et that out of the Service ſavours 
of a Complication of very evil Humours ; as Superſtition, Arro- 

Fance, Contempt of the Authority of the Catholick Church, Aﬀe- 
ion of Reformation, Conteation, and malicious Refleftion : of 
Ozinm vpon others, and Separation from the Myſtical Body of 
Chriſt, of which they were moſt illuſtrious Members, through the 
Delufion and Inftigation of the wicked Anti-Chriſtian Spirit, who 
being overcome by them, through Chriſt dwelling in. them, abhor 
alt Ads of Aﬀettion and Refſpet to them, and that their Tri- 
emphs ſhould be celebrated to the Honour of Chriſt, who is ho- 
noured in them, and for whoſe Sake all is performed to them. 

15. That Prayers for the Dead departed in the Communion of Ofthis thave 
the Church in this Solemn Worſhip, 1s alſo a Practice of the whole lately print- 
Catholick Church, of as great Evidence of Apoſtolical Authority, <4 a Diſcourſe 
as of the Holy Scripture it ſelf, and other things believed and. wraggope hay 
obſerved by thoſe who oppoſe it; Innocent, Inofenſive, Charitable, -: he wc 
Deſirable ; oppoſed only upon the ſame Principles, Motives, Hu- and Judges. 
mours, and Inſtigations, with that laſt mentioned. 

16. That in the Holy Euchariſt there is a Divine Change of the 
Elements from common Bread and common Wine, by the Deſcent 
of the Holy Spirit at the Prayer of the Church, whereby they are 
conſecrated, not by a meer Separation for a Sacred uſe, but by an 
aCtval SanEtification, and made the Body and Blood of Chriſt, in- 
riched with a Divine Power and Virtue for the SanQtification of 

the 
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the duly diſpoſed Communicants : But I cannot ſay a Tranſubſtan: 
tation, becauſe I find no Catholick Tradition for that in the vulgar 
Senſe; but rather the contrary, as appears by that of Trenewe, 
duabus rebus conſtans, celeſti & terrena, and the like in Theodoret and 
others ; nor doth it ſeem neceſſary, or neceſſarily implyed in any 
words of our Saviour recorded in the Goſpel ; tho? Cyril of Hieru- 
ſalem, Nyſſen, and ſome others may ſeem to favour it : But if there be 
any proper Explication of it to.a Senſe truly Catholick, I conceive it 
becomes-not any private Perſon to contend with Authority about a 
Word ; only the vulgar ſenſe of Tranſubſtantiation I cannot ſubſcribe 
to, and doubt it is Scandalous, and prejudicial to the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, eſpecially to make it a Term of Communion. 

17. That for Communion in one kind in publick Aſſemblies, and de- 
nial of the Cup to the Laity, there is no Appearance, of $&.xy Catho- 
lick Authority, but the quite contrary for above xo000o years, even 
in the Latin Church, and in all other Churches to this Day : Nor 
was it introduced at firſt upon any good Deliberation and Conſul- 
tation of the Clergy, but as evil Cuſtoms, and Abuſes crep in in- 
ſenſibly: That for any part of the Church to preſume to impoſe it 
upon all National and Provincial Churches, who have Authori 

* It is very to order ſuch things as are lawful in themſelves, as they ſee mo 
remarkable exredient for their own People, ſeems to ſavour of great Arroganc 
Cs unjuſt Uſerpation, and an Occaſion of Diſturbance in the Peacefu 
the Greek Kingdom of Chriſt. Men of Wit and Parts may fay much for any 
Churches,and thing : But in ſuch matters it is good to conſider whom we have to 
Decsys of true do with, leſt we betray our own Souls, and the Church too, which we 
To6ey bs p the pretend to ſerve, by our Unfaithfulneſs to it, as well as to our Lord, 
0029 209" to ſome Divine Judgment. It is fit the Church it ſelf ſhould give 
their Neg/e# Example to all, if there be Occaſion, of Humiliation and giving 
of frequent Glory to God. I can ſubmit, for Peace ſake, and out of reſpe& to 
Communion Authority, to what I cannot approve : but that will aggravate the 
began, 2s if ©: of thoſe who abuſe the Authority committed to them. 

by a. {Pccial 13. That the Cuſtom of attending at Maſs without C ommunicating 
and appro- |, n , 3 
priated Judg- is not of any truly Catholick Uſage or Authority, but contrary to 
ment of God. the moſt ancient Canons of the Church; to the common Practice 
To be pre- of the firſt Ages, and to the earneſt Exhortations of moſt Eminent 
lent and not Perſons, * both of the Greek and Latin Churches ; proceeded from 
pes wazan- Decays of Deyotion at firſt, and hath produced greater ; ſeems 
ciently one tO ſavour of Diſreſpe&t to our Saviour, and to be very prejudicial 
{o:t of Pe- to his People; being an implicit refuſal of Communion and Con- 
NANCE. firmation 
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firmation of the Holy Covenant with him, which is implicitly com- 

chended in the At of Communion ; and an inconfiderate and 
ingrateful Negle&t of a moſt Holy and effeQtual Means of Grace, 
moſt graciouſly offered to them : ſo that as by whet was laſt men- 
tioned they are deprived of part, by this they are defrauded of 
IO A And Þ both the Subtilty of the Serpent is much to 
be ſu ; 

hoy to keep the Publick Offices of the Church and the Nothing 
Holy Scriptures in a Language not underſtood by the People, hath no ſeems more 
Apoſtolical or true Catholick Anthority, but is direftly contrary _—_ _ 
to both; was at firſt the Effe&t of that Alteration of Languages fzrere ales 
which Wars and- other Occurrences produced, not only in'the ment ot God 
Latin, but G»ggk Churches alſo ; and is ſtill fo continued in both, upon this 
and others Miides : which, were it through Negligence, ſeems Church by 
hardly excuſable ; much leſs juſtifiable, where by Prohibition or _ - =_ 
Injun&ion ; but rather ſcandalous, as if deſigned to conceal an ill yofure-exere 
Cauſe; however ſeems to favour more of Worldly and Huynane ciſed upon 
Wiſdom, than of the true Chriſtian and Divine; to be a great People: for 
Occaſion of Diſlentions, a great Obſtacle of Re-union, 'and Differ- what was 
vice to the Kingdom of Chriſt. — 
20, That Prayers to Saints departed hath no Apoſtolick or true ancient chri. 
Catholick Authority or Warrant, according to the approved ftians, Read- 
Rule before-mentioned; yet if there be nothing equivalent againſt ing and 
it, ſince it hath * long fince been a received Pradtice of the whole Teaching 
Catholick Church in all Parts of the World, and of many Perſons Ni* 562. 
greatly honoured by God with extraordinary Graces, Divine Com- COD 
munications, and very great Bleſſings and Succeſs in his Service; guage they 
and ſince ſpecial Honor to the Memories of Martyrs hath the underſtood. 
Authority of a true Catholick Praftice, and of Divine Approbation , 
by Miracles, atteſted by moſt credible and eminent Perſons in the — p 
Church, ſuch as S. Ambroſe, S. Auguſtin, S. Baſil, S. Chryſoſtom, &c. f 
it ſeems great Preſumption to cenfure-it, as many do. But it is 
yery likely that divers and great Ab»/es may have been, and arc 
committed in the Practice, which, by the Permiſſion of God, hath 
raiſed ſuch a Storm of Reformation, through the Malice of the 
Devil againſt it: Which Abuſes, if they be not already, ovghrt 
carefully to be reformed and repreſſed :+ and eſpecially in the Uſe 
of Pittures and Imaves, by reaſon of the Scandal and Offence by 
them given both to Jews and A/abomerans, and to many Chriſtians ; 
whereof an Account will undoubtedly be required, v. Lz. 17. 1, 2. 

B at. That 
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21. That the Uſe of the Sign of che Croſs hath that Authority 
from the known Practice of the Ancient Chriſtians, and that Evi- 
dence of Divine Approbation in the Converſion and Victories of 
Conſtantine, that tho” it 1s probable that the Abuſes of it, which 
have been committed and permitted in the Church, may have pro- 
voked the Diſpleaſure of God ; yet the furio:s Oppoſition and 
Indignation which hath been ſhewed againſt it, looks very like the 
Effect of the Malice and Revenge of the Powers of Darkneſs let 
looſe, which had been fo affronted, terrified and expoſed by it, 
inſtigating a contrary Superſtition and abuſed Zeal in. the People. 
Which therefore requires that ſpecial Care be taken, that Chriſti- 
anity be not expoſed, and the poor People abuſed into falſe Con- 
fidences, by things, which, tho* innocent and uſeful # themſelves, 
may notwithſtanding be ſubje& to much Abuſe. - 

*.Morinde 22. That the Diſcipline of the Church isa Matter of very great 
Penitentia, Importance for the Maintenance and Preſervation of the Honour 
_ 10.c4P. and Power of Religion ; ſo Powerful a Means, that, if exerciſed 
ay erent ought, it would ſoon make all the World to-know who is 
Humility,but King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; and the greateſt Kings and 
Stupidity, & Emperors to ſubmit their Crowns -and Scepters to- his Empire : 
Unfaithful- But the Imprudence and Unfaithfulneſs of his Miniſters, in deſert- 
neſs to God ing their true and proper Strength, and applying to the Arm of 
Church, nor Fleſh, made it necellary for him to withdraw his Glorious Preſence, 
to be moved and leave them to experiment the Inſufficiency and Deccitfulneſs of 
at ſo greatan the Supports they had choſen, till at laſt finding nothing but an 
Indignity to empty Shell, they were willing to make the beſt they could of it. 
Go _ Tho? it be very true, that the Power of I was given. and 
o' his eople, 1eft by Chriſt to his Church, and the Uſe of them is very beneficial 
Scandal to y : 

Religion,and and neceſſary for his Church and People : yet was that Power, tho? 
Danger of promiſed firlt to St. Peter, when actually given, given alike to all 
greater Judg- the les and their Succeſlors in all Parts of the Catholick 
= 1, Church : but that which fince. the Twelfth Age hath been exerciſed 
by fo conf. As 2 Prerogative, and is the only thing now commonly underſtood 
derable a by*Z:dulgencies, isa mere Abuſe of the Chriſtian Diſcipline, an Abuſe 
part of his of the Credulity of the People, a Scandalous Abuſe: And to cover 
Church ; e- ſach an Abuſe, under. pretence of that Sacred Authority, and after 
—_y , ſuch a Judgment as it hath brought upon the Church, inſtead of Con- 
mae wa —_ feſſion, Humiliation, and Amendment, and to make the Belief of it 
fill continu- one of the Terms of Communion too, 1s another complicated Abuſe 
ed, too groſs to be impoſed upon any Mortal of competent Under- 
ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, and too bold a Prefumption to be unconcerned!y born by 
any one of an unprejudiced Chriſtian Spirit ; or to be Believ'd will 
eſcape a more ſevere Judgment of God, if not timely prevented by 
a requiſite Humiliation, and ſuch a Reſtitution of the true Chriſtian 
Diſcipline as may in ſome ſort countervail the Miſchief of that Abuſe. 

23. That Souls not perfe&tly purified in this Life do after Death 
paſs through « Sgrte of Pargation, I do believe as a probable Opi- 
nion ; but that they may receive Benefit by the Prayers, and di- 
vers Good Works of the Faithful Surviving, 1 do believe upon good 
ma of Apoſtolical Authority, betides other conſiderable 

otives. 

24. That tho' the Church of Rome be the Firſt or Chief Seat, 


and the Biſhop of Rome the Chief Paſtor in the whole *Ca- 
tholick , and by the Ordination of God ſo conftituted by 
f Apoſtles, as a Matter 'of 


the two importance in- the 
Body of the Catholick Church, and t therefore to be fo ac- 
knowledged by all Chriſtians ; yet I cannot call or think it the 
Mother of all Churches, for that Jeruſalem certainly was; nor the 
Aſftreſs neither; for I neither think that her Right, nor well- 
pleaſing to her Lord that ſhe ſhould aſlume it : bur that as it is 
certain, that tho? our Saviour conferred divers Favours and fome 
_ Privilege upon St. Peter above the reſt, and prayed ſpecially 
or him, when Satan deſired them to ſift them as Wheat, that his 
Faith might not fail ; yet he did fall foully, even in his Maſter's 
Preſence, and again after his Aſcenſion 'did warp 4 little, and 
yield to the Tentation, for which he was reproved by St. Paul; fo 
his Succefſors in that Church, whatever Privileges or Promiſes they 
may or can pretend, have # like marney fallen ( as perhaps was Myſti- 
cally _—_ in that Fall of their Founder) for ſome time very foully 
partly by Claiming, Uſurping and Exerciſmg more than their due ; 
which hath cauſed much Diſturbance in the World, and, at laſt, 
what is really their Right, or their Due and Duty, to be queſtioned, 
diſputed, and. fo e doubtful, and actually rejoin]. in many 
Places; and partly by ſuch other Abuſes, Corruptions, Miſcar- 
nes and Scandals, as overſpreading all, moved great Complaints 
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Diſcontents, and earneſt Deſires and Prayers for an Orderly Judgments, 


Reformation, and at laſt produced, when nothing elſe could pre- 

vail, by the ſpecial Providence of Almighty'God, one of the great- 

eſt Schiſms, all things conſidered; -that in the Weſter Church hath 

ever been known: and _ ſuch Terms of Com 
oy 4 
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#100 a5 are not neceſſary for the Service of our Lord, but much 
to the Diſſervice of his Intereſt, by hindring the Re-union of many 
well-diſpoſed People, and contrary to his Example, Direttions & Will 

25. That the Conſtitution of the Church of God, and the Powers 
and Authorities ſettled in it, are not to be altered, or ſubje& to 
Alteration by ſuch'Ways and Means 'as civil Conſtitutions, Powers 
and Abthorities uſually are ; as by Forfeiture, ongvoluntary Agree- 
ment, ſo as to effec ariy Diminution of the Poiwer or Authority 
of its Succeffor : And therefore the preſenr Biſhop of Rome, not- 
withſtanding any Miſcarriages of any of his Predereſſours, hath as 
much Power and Authority in the Catholick Church, as any ſince 
St. Perer (who had an Anthority Superior tor all Biſhops ) in that 
Seat everhad, (unleſs there be any thing, Perſonal againſt himſelf: ) 
and in hin the Power and:: Authority of that Seat ought to be ac- 
knowledged, afferted; and maintained by all Chriſt®ns, as the 
Power and Authority of Chrift, and for his Service and Intereſt : 
that- to reject that. is impious, Schifmatical, and Heretical : but 
yet the Perſonal Miſcarriages of thoſe that are or ſhall be in that 
Seat, may be judged, cenſured and corrected: by the Churches of 
the ſame Divikon or Patriarcate, either in one: general Council, or 
in ſeveral National and Provincial Synods, agreeing generally up- 
on a mutual Communication of Votes in the ſame Sentence. - But 
this is a Matter which, as it is of great Conſequence, ſo ought to 
de managed with great Circumſpection and much Application by 
all to -God for his Divine ConduR. ' 

26, That the Anthority even of Netional and Provincial Coun- 
c:ls duly aſſembled, and. proceeding regularly, ought to bereſpetted, 
and treated with Reverence by all Chriſtians; and if their As be 
received with a general Approbation of many other ſuch, they be- 
come of equal Authority with a . General Council of all thoſe 
Churches. But Acts of Councils call'd generat, if not regularly and 
unanimouſly paſſed in Council, 'or not generally. received and ap- 
proved afterward, but diſapproved, either by expreſs Declaration, 
by contrary PraRtice, -or notorious different - Sentiments of the 
greateſt, or a very conſiderable part of the Catholick Church, are 
of little Obligation; yet ought not to be reproachfully or rudely 
oppoſed, but rather decently buried in Silence, or by a more au» 
thentick Determination. | 

27. That every Provincial Synod under one Metropolitan.is a 
compleat Repreſentation or Model of the whole Catholick. Church, 


(which conhiſts and is compatted of many ſuch Sacred Corpora- 


tions ) 
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tions ) and hath a compleat Awtbority ob it ſelf to order alt matters Againſt this 


igion, and to corredt and reform what is amiſs within their 
NT Sos ot according, to the common Rules of the Catholick 
Church z ſubjeft notwithitanding to the Judgment, Cenſure and 
Correttion of more general Councils, 1n cafe they act any thing 
contrary to thoſe Rules: But in Matters, whether of Belicf or 
Praftice, not de@rmined by Catholick Evidence of Apoſtolical 
Authority, and which are therefore left at Liberty, it may be dan- 
gerous to impoſe any thing :. but if any thing be thought neceſſary 
or expedient of that Nature, .it ought rather to be gently recom- 
mended, than Majeſterially impoſed, leaſt Authority be unadviſedly 
expoſed, and Catholick Unity and Charity indangered. . 

28: That in all Dferences in the Church, all Parties ought to be 
very carefulfor the Preſervation of Unity and_Charity, as Matters 
of the great Importance in the Kingdom of Chriſt ;. the very 
Difference being a fair Warning and Admonition for Godly Jea- 
louſie and ſpecial Caution and Circumſpettion to all Parties for 
the Peace of the Church, the Satisfattion of the differing Party, 
and the Security. of the Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of their own 
Cauſe, leſt it either be ill, or if good._.at firſt in it ſelf, it become 
ill through ill Management ; and therefore to proceed peaceably, 
patiently, and amicably ; * Superiors with Gentleneſs and Conde- 
icention, as having their Authority for Edification, not for De- 
ſtruction ;. and therefore not Loxding it over their Subjects ; and 
Inferiors with Humility, Modeſty, Reſpe&t, and Submiſſion, that 
they. reſiſt not the Ordinance of God ; each as far as Duty and 
ſincere Conſcience will allow ; with hearty Deſire and ſincere En- 
deavour for Accommodation, and Grief and Sorrow if it cannot 
be obtained, and without any . abatement of Charity . notwith- 
ſtanding; but with Pity for the Faults of athers.. . | 

29, "That tho” there was much need of a Reformation, when the 
Work ſo called was begun, yet. was zor, that Work, as it was ma- 

ed, any Work of God, as ordered by . Him, . but only as permitted 
by Him for a J«dgment upon the Church, which wonld not reform, 
and executed by the Inſtigation of adverſe Powers ; as may be ob- 
ſerved in 1. the Qualities of the Perſons. who were . the principal 
Leaders and Actors in it, and 2. the ſears uſed to elfect it; all 
merely Humane, nothing truly Spiritual and Divine, (I intend. 
not in this the Scriptures in themſelves, but the Uſe which was 


Noble and 
Compleat Au« 
thority of 
the Churches 
of Chriſt 
have many 
things been 
very injuri- 
ouſly ' and 
ſcandalouſly 
done both by 
Secular Pow- 
ers, and by 
Popes and 
Patriarchs : 
The Sins of 
both, and of 
ſuch as have 
too eafily- 
yeilded to 
them, are ye» 
ry great, and 
will undoubd- 
edly be fe- 
verely pu- 
niſhed heres 
after, as of 
Rebels and 
Traitors a« 
gainſt the 
Supream Ma- 
jeſty, if not 
prevented 
here, 

* 2 Cor. 10.3, 
--13, 10, 


made. of them I do) no. Demonſtration of Spirit and Power; i: - 


3 the. 


» + Hence the 
true Cauſe of 
the Contempt 
of the Clergy : 
Ne have de- 
parted, 8c, 
Therefore I al- 
fo have made 
_you Contem- 
Prible, &c; 
Mal.2. 9,8, 9. 
F It is very 
remarkable, 
That many 
of the moft 
Learned a- 
mongſt usz 
both Confor- 
miſts and 
Non-confor- 
miſts, are 
gone off from 
divers Do- 
Qtrines of the 
firſt Refor- 
mers, and 
confeſs the 
Papiſts have 
been falſly 
charged and 
wronged in 
divers things, 
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3. the Manner, with much Arrogance, Infolence, Malice, Hatred 
Viotence, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Sacrilege, and Profanation of Sacred 
things, Fattions, Tumults, and hot Contentions among themſelves ; 
all plain Indications of what Spirit they were: and, 4 in the 
Matter or Work effetted, * deſtruftive of the Government, of the Wor- 
ſhip, of the Diſcapline, and of the DoCtrine of the Catholick Church 
of Chriſt ; all accommodated to recommend thePreachers, to gra- 
tifie the natural Diſpoſition of the People, to raiſe Prejudice 
and Odium againſt the Church, and to draw away Diſciples 
after them ; but ſecretly tending to the Diſſolution and Deſtru- 
tion of the Kingdom of Chriſt upon Earth, with divers ſpe- 
cial Gratifications of thoſe adverſe Powers : and, laſtly, in 
5. the Fruits and Þ Efetts, a Form of Godlineſs, but little of the 
Power ; much Talk of Religion, but little of the gue Works ; 
much in the Head, but little in the Heart ; ſome ings, ſome 
little Progreſs, but rarely any thing brought to Perfedtion, or 
more compleat than the Chickens which are faid to be hatched in 
ſome artificial Stoves, which, tho* otherwiſe brought to Maturity, 
are all maimed in one part or other; and generally Decays of 
Piety and Virtue, even from the beginning, ſuch as made Zuther 
complain, That ſince the Goſpel was preached in its Purity, ( as 
he called it ) People were grown worſe than under the Papacy. 
And certainly, if we come to Compariſon, as to the Fruits, one 
Diſciple of Ignatius Loyola ſince Luther, Francis Xavier, a Miſlioner 
of the Pope, produced more true Evangelical Frmts in the compaſs 
of Ten Years, or little more, in Converſion of Infidels, and more 
illuſtrious Evidences of a Divine Power with him, than all the Refor- 
mers put together ever fince Luther began to this day ; which is a 
great Divine Atteſtation, both to his Order, and to the Authority 
by which he was ſent; and the more conſiderable in reſpe& of 
the Time, the very time of the pretended Reformation, as if or- 
dered on purpoſe by the Divine Providence for an Evidence of 
the Difference of the Spirits, by which the two Works were pro- 
moted. And if we conſider the Efetts in reſpett of the Church of 
Rome, 1 believe they will not, upon a juſt Examination, appear to 
have been better in thoſe who, on pretence of Reformation, have 
made the Separation, than in the Church they have gone out of ; 
and that there wants nothing but a more compleat Reformation 
of the Churches of the Roman Communion for a final Demonſtration, 


by an end of this prerended Reformation ;, that it was no other than a 


temporary Judgment, for Corretion of what was anuſs in theChurch. 
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30. That among all the pretended Reformations it may be a que--- 
ſtion, Whether any was introduced with greater Wickedneſs, or 
ſettled at laſt with greater Faults, than this of the Church of 
Exoland, how much ſoever magnified by ſuch as have or expo 
Preferments in it.' But to paſs by the wicked Pradtices, firſt to 
heQtor and terrifie, with falſe Accuſations and Pretences, Wol/ey 
out of his Life ; then the reſt of the Clergy into a Recognition of 
an Antichriſtian Supremacy, and Subjetion of the Rights of the 
Church to the Will of a wicked Tyrant ; then the Superiors of the 
Religious Houſes to ſurrender all their Goods and Eſtates; and then, 
by like Practices, to get all confirmed by A& of Parliament, Patty 
heQoring, and partly bribing and ingaging the Nobility and Gen- 
try, with the Spoils, into a Compliance with the moſt horrible 
Sacrilege Devaſtation of the Goods and Eſtates of the Reli- 
gious, of which ten Thouſand at a time were turned out, and put 
to ſhift for themſelves with Forry Shillings and a Gown a piece ; be- 
fides all this, the Guilt of which may ſtill remain, there are theſe - 
Monſtrous FAlles the Effefts of that Wickedneſs ſtill remaining in | 
the Conſtitution of this Reformed Church : - | 

1, As to the Government, a Sacrilegious Uſurpation vpow the 
Rights of the Church in the Nomination of Biſhops, Deans, Pre- 
bends, &c. with a p_—_—_ Mockery, or Abuſe of a Mock Ele- 
Qtion of Perſons impoſed upon them ? and in holding Synods, and 
making and executing Canons and Conſtitutions, all continued in 
the Power of the Prince by A of Parliament, and given up by the 
Clergy : So that if we have Biſhops, -as they are called, they are 
neither Canonically choſen, nor are permitted, or dare to exer- 
ciſe any Authority of a National Church: And ſhould we have a 
Deiſt, Infidel, or one ill affefted to Chriſtianity, what a Church 
might here be expeCted in a few Years? - 

2. It is a mutinous Body, actually ſeparated from the great Body 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt, the Catholick Church; and hath. no 
actual Communion with any Church, which is not broken off from 
that Body ; or which is regularly and orderly by Succeſſion of 
Presbyters deſcended from the Apoſtles. 

3. As to the Worſhip, the Publick Liturgy has been ſo curtelled 
and difordered- by Crammer, and a ſecret FaRtion, in the principal 
part, that they have aboliſhed not only the Commemoration of the 
Saints, and Prayers for the Dead, but even the Prayer at the Con- 


ſecration for the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, and whatever might 
import 


46) 

import any thing, of Oblation of the Commemorative: Sacrifice 'of 
our Saviour's Paſſion ; which hath always been reputed: the Prin- 
cipal, moſt Solemn and Peculiar _ of the Chriſtian, Worſhip 
throyghout, "the whole Catholick Church. : 
4-*As'for the Diſcipline, if we have Biſhops, they are ſo awed by 
the Civil Authority 'on the one fide with og ax, and ham- 
pered by their Chancellours on the other, that 


at there 1s little teft 
for them to exerciſe of the proper Authority 'of a Dioceſian 
Church ; but they bear the blame of thoſe: Scandals they cannot 


TEM "17 - 
| 5 Yor after all, it may be a Queſtion, Whether -we have Riſhaps ;, 
that is, true Chriſtian Biſhops at all, or only a ſort of Srare Biſhops, 
without any true Spiritual and Apoſtolical Authority, or other 
than what was derived from the King, and dependent Cpon him ?: 


Theſe things being fo, I thought it my Duty to make this Pro-* 
feſſion of Faith, and Declaration ;, 'Þ hat I Diſclaim, Renounce and Deteſt 

at Horrible . Sacrilege of the Diſſolution of the' Mok@fteries; what 
greater Sacrilege of V/urpation by the Civil Authority .of the Rights of: 
the Church-inſtituted by Divine Authority ; the Sacrilegions Cor- 
ruptions of the - Liturgy; the Eraſtian Herelie of Cranmer 5 the Con= 
denmation and. Execution of the Right-Reverend - Biſhop Fiſter, Sir 
Thomas More, and the reſt, who ſuffered in Perſon ; and the Con-- 
demnation and- Deprivation of the Clergy, who ſuffered. in-their 
Rights and Eſtates, for Denying, ContradiQing,- or :Refuſing to 
Swear to the pretended Supremacy of the Civil Power in Eccleftaſti- 
cal Matters, ang+all-Laws, Statutes, &c. which reſtrain” the free 
Exerciſe of the Qhriſtian Diſcipline, or any Rites of the Church, or 
were intended to eſtabliſh, confirm or authorize any of the Sacri- 
leges, Uſurpations, Corruptions or-Condemuations aforeſaid, as 
wicked, unjuſt and: Schiſmatical, and contrary to the, Law of God, 
and to one of the'ghief Fundamental Principles of the Laws of this 
Land: and that I do ſincerely and heartily deſire an-ewal'Commu- 
2i0n, as there may be occaſion, with all Churches 'the Go- 
vernment of a regular Succeſſion of Biſhops'ang - ers 1 
the Apoſtles of our Lord and: Sayiour: Jeſs Mg, and inatual 
Communion with the Catholick: Church, and defire/it particalarly 
with the Church of France, being, the next ſo qualified: and in ory 
der thereunto do hereby for my part humbly -make a Publick Fea %, 


xcr thereof, ths 2s. 200007 
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